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Message Text 


PAGE 01 TUNIS 02558 081700 Z 
40 

ACTION AF-18 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 NEA-10 ADP-00 CIAE-00 PM-09 H-02 INR-10 

F-03 NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-03 RSC-01 PRS-01 SS-15 USIA-12 

RSR-01 /121 W 

006070 

R 081630 Z MAY 73 
FM AMEMBASSY TUNIS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1788 
INFO AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY VALLETTA 
SECDEF WASHDC 
COMSIXTH FLT 
USCINCEUR 
CINCUSNAVEUR 
USS AYLWIN 
COMDESRON TWO SIX 
USINT ALGIERS 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY RABAT 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 

CONFIDEN THI A L TUNIS 2558 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, TS 

SUBJECT: VISIT OF USS AYLWIN TO TUNIS SCHEDULED MAY 15 
REF: CAIRO 1340 
DEPT PASS CAIRO 
SECDEF FOR DIA 

1. CAIRO MESSAGE UNDER REFERENCE ( NOTAL) REPORTS PRESSURES 
FOR ACTION AGWINST U. S. INTERESTS IN ARAB WORLD ON MAY 15, 
AND INTER ALIA CALLS UPON ARAB STATES NOT TO HOST OR PROVIDE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 TUNIS 02558 081700 Z 

FACILITIES FOR U. S. SIXTH FLEET VESSELS. THIS PORTION 
CLEARLY DIRECTED PRIMARILY AGAINST TUNISIA. SINCE WITH 
EXCEPTION FEW SIXTH FT .RET VISITS TO MOROCCO, TUNISIA IS 
ONLY ARAB COUNTRY IN MEDITERRANEAN PROVIDING SUCH 
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" HOSPITALITY.”. 

2. WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT GOT WOULD BEND TO ANY SUCH 
PRESSURES. NEVERTHELESS, WE BELIEVE IT ADVISABLE IN PRESENT 
SITUATION TO DELAY FOR TWENTY- FOUR HOURS ARRIVAL OF USS 
AYLWIN, SIXTH FLEET DESTROYER, WHICH SCHEDULED ARRIVE TUNIS 
( PORT LA GOULETTE) ON MAY 15. THIS RECOMMENDATION NOT 
BASED ON ANY REAL CONCERN AT THIS TIME FOR SECURITY OF SHIP, 
SINCE WE RELIVE. GOT HAS BOTH WILL AND CAPABILITY TO PREVENT 
SUCH ACTIONS. NEVERTHELESS, PROVIDED THAT AGITATION IN 
ARAB WORLD FOR ACTIONS AGAINST U. S. INTERESTS CONTINUES- 
POINTED TOWARD ISRAELI ANNIVERSARY MAY 15 - WE BELIEVE THAT 
BRINGING SIXTH FLEET DESTROYER INTO TUNIS PRECISELY ON THAT 
DAY COULD EASILY BE MISINTERPRETED AS A PROVOCATION. WE 
WOULD NOT WISH CANCEL VISIT, AND ON BALANCE WE DO NOT 
RECOMMEND CHANGING VISIT TO ANOTHER TUNISIAN PORT, AS WE 
CERTAINLY WOULD NOT WISH TO APPEAR TO BE SUCCUMBING TO 
PRESSURES FROM ANTI- U. S. FORCES IN ARAB WORLD. WE 
NEVERTHELESS BELIEVE IT ADVISABLE TO AVOID UNNECESSARY 
PROVOCATION. WE THEREFORE RECOMMEND THAT VISIT BE POSTPONED 
TWENTY- FOUR HOURS AS OUTLINED ABOVE. WE WOULD NOT PLAN TELL 
GOT REASONS FOR POSTPONEMENT, BUT INFORM THEM ONLY THAT VISIT 
DELAYED FOR TECHNICAL REASONS. 

3. FOR USS AYLWIN. DEPARTURE DATE WOULD REMAIN MAY 1 8 AS 
ORIGINALLY SCHEDULED. THOUGH WE ANTICIPATE NO DIFFICULTIES 
AT THIS TIME, YOU SHOULD BE PREPARED TO TIGHTEN SECURITY OF 
SHIP AND PERSONNEL AND TO ABORT VISIT IF ADVERSE SITUATION 
FURTHER DEVELOPS. 

4. FOR BEIRUT AND CAIRO. WOULD APPRECIATE FOLLOW- UP REPORTS 
ON AGITATION FOR ANTI- US, ACTIONS MAY 15. WE NOTE CAIRO 
REPORT PRECEDED BY SIMILAR AGITIATION IN BEIRUT. 

SEELYE 

NOTE BY OC/ T: NOT PASSED CAIRO. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

NMAFVVZCZ 

« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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USS AYLWIN 

COMDESRON TWO SIX 

ALGIERS 

PARIS 

RABAT 

TRIPOLI 

Type: TE 
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